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FOSTBC—Heart and home of  the Border Collie 

Charity 1121598 

‘Dogs are our link to paradise. They don’t know evil or 

jealousy or discontent. To sit with a dog on a hillside on a 

glorious afternoon is to be back in Eden’, Milan Kundera  

Christmas Festivities  
While it’s a time of  festive food and drink for humans it’s 
a time of  denial for our dogs. They  might think it would 
be great to eat the chocolate, the fruit cake and mince 
pies, and why not wash it down with the dregs of  alcohol 
at the bottom of  a glass left within reach. But these 
things can put your dog in danger and in hospital so 
please keep them out of  reach and ignore the pleading 
looks.  
For many Christmas and New Year bring visitors, strange 
voices, parties, pulling crackers, opening gifts but for 
some dogs this can create confusion and even fear. Those 
dogs need a quiet place of  their own to retire to, they 
don’t have to greet everyone and some calm music can 
help them to dilute the high energies that will be 
surrounding them.  

Car Breakdowns and Dogs 
Do you know what happens to your dog if your vehicle 
breaks down?  Not all breakdown services have a policy 
when it comes to where your dog goes if you are being 
‘recovered’. Your dog may be able to join you in the 
recovery vehicle or may have to travel in the back of 
your vehicle. The decision could be down to the 
recovery driver’s discretion.  
It’s worth checking your company’s policy. 

 
Thorns may hurt you, men desert you, sunlight turn to fog; 
but you’re never friendless ever, if you have a dog.” 

Douglas Mallock 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from all at FOSTBC 

Christmas Surprise for Fido 
 

It’s coming round to Christmas time, 
When humans go quite mad 

Silly hats, strange drinks and falling down, 
Sometimes I think they’re really sad! 

 
Nothing escapes this festive spirit, 
Houses decorated from top to toe. 
Outside it may be cold and dreary, 

Inside they plant a tree then spray with snow! 
 

Beneath the tree are countless presents, 
(Not the kind that I would leave!) 

And on Christmas morn, if I’m good,  
A surprise present I will receive. 

 
But its really no surprise at all, 

Chocolates, toys and things like that. 
Please listen to my annual plea, 
And give me next door’s CAT! 

B Sykes 

New Beginnings  
As many of you will know 
the Trust is growing 
rapidly. It has now bought 
a smallholding where there 
will be bespoke kennels, 
indoor and outdoor 
training facilities, a large 

meeting room where we can hold training sessions and 
talks and plenty of farm land for sheep and further 
training. There is a lot of work and construction needed 
and we are applying for grants and are crowdfunding. 
We will need as much help as possible and you can find  
more information on our website and Facebook with full 
details on our crowdfunding page. Please copy and paste 
the links to    access the info.   
Thank you for all your support. 
Please copy and paste: 
https://gofund.me/f9a53a723  
www.fostbc.org.uk 

Fun Photo 
From our archives, 
Mossie and Megan 
having a ‘crazy 
moment’, it’s such a 
happy photo of two 
happy collies. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgofund.me%2Ff9a53a723%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwZ3hqTmdKc2Fydlk4T0xnRXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5tBCiWc_mN2F5j1LUqPAILGeeBGn__pEBIgoURxSlSSVvUtv63HifdHa8obQ_aem_pprddW8ZiOOAKaseuY8W8Q&h=AT3


“I have found that when you are deeply troubled, there are 
things you get from the silent devoted companionship of a 
dog that you can get from no other source.” 

Doris Day  

  A Collie’s Christmas Eve 
 

T’was the night before Christmas, all tinsel and holly. 
Where nothing was stirring, apart from the collie. 

Everything was quiet, all through the house. 
But there was an intruder, a tiny wee mouse. 
Christmas tree, presents, ornaments galore, 

Were scattered everywhere, all over the floor. 
But the mouse he was clever, climbing with ease, 

To find a plate on the shelf, with a mince pie and cheese. 
The peace was disturbed and they awoke with dismay. 
Was that Santa they heard on the roof with his sleigh? 
The Collie she heard them and returned to her bed. 

Eyeing the chaos with dismay, it has to be said. 
As they entered the room they let out a cry, 

As they saw a mouse eating cheese sat on a mince pie! 
How could something so small make such a mess? 

And how come it hadn’t woken their dear old Bess? 
Fast asleep in her bed with her nose to the door. 

She couldn’t be responsible for the mess on the floor? 
The mouse he was gone in the wink of an eye, 

Taking his cheese without even a goodbye. 
And the Collie awoke and stretched with a wink 

For only a human could possibly think. 
That the chaos that happened that night in the house. 

Could have been caused by one tiny wee mouse! 
Merry Christmas to all. 

B Sykes 
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“Dogs have a way of finding the people who need them, 
and filling an emptiness we didn’t ever know we had.” 

 
Thom Jones  

      Bill and Ben 
We love happy endings, 
especially for our oldies. 
These two came from 
different farms and in both 
cases their owners were 
seriously ill and having to 
leave their farms. 
Ben at the top was almost 
nine and is now in his forever 
home, and Bill (pictured 
having his bath ready for his 
new home) is fourteen years 
old and is enjoying his 
retirement with a wonderful 
family. 
What better Christmas 

pressie for them than lovely homes. 

Understanding Humans – a fun story 
There’s not many days when I take my humans out for a walk that they don’t embarrass me. About 
the same time most evenings they get ‘prepared’, it takes them that long I sometimes think I’d be 

better off going without them. But you can’t really leave them behind because they look forward 

to it so much. It starts with putting on jumpers and thick socks, then boots and coats then they start 
saying to me, ‘Guess where we are all going.’ I’d have to be stupid to not know, after all I’m taking them! Next we have to 

have a lead put on, if not I’d lose them, they are not fit to go out on their own.  
 

We start off to the park and when I think of all the excitement they put into getting ready I can only presume they wear 

themselves out because I have to practically drag them to the park. When we get there I let them loose, I do need some 
time to myself, after all looking after them is no mean feat! 

 
I wander off and ‘do my own thing’, usually I have a bit of a grumble at that terrier that thinks it owns the place and there’s 

a nice little Spaniel I rather fancy, she’s only young but very pretty. I never miss going to the water, I love to splash about 

and have a swim, I’m sometimes a bit envious of the dogs that have coaxed their owners into the water but I know I’ll never 
get my lot in.  In fact, it takes about half an hour for me to do the rounds and they are a total embarrassment, they stand in 

the middle of the park screaming the whole time. You’d think they’d be mature enough to be able to be left on their own 
for a short time instead of non-stop screaming for me to go back to them. In the end I have to go back to shut them up and I 

always vow I’m going to be mad but they are always so pleased to see me I haven’t the heart. Instead, we set off for home, 

they’re not too bad going back I can quite often just trudge on at the side of them and by the time we get back they have 
forgotten how nervous they were and are back to normal. Its funny how humans change when I take them for a walk and 

then slip back into routine when I get them back home. Bless ‘em! 

Adopters and Sponsors Day 
We had a brilliant Adopters Day in October and it was 
so lovely seeing all those happy, giggly, well behaved 
collies, they were a credit to their adopters.  
Even TJ sort of behaved! 
We’re really looking forward to when we have the room 
and time to have more of these . We’re working on it. 



Christmas Cards 
and 2026 

Calendars 
We do still have 
some in our website shop. Lots 
of lovely photographs of 

rescued dogs, some in their forever homes, 
some in our Sanctuary and some waiting to 
be offered a home. You might the lovely 
Ambassador TJ there as well.  

Rescue Dogs 
One would think that a dog in need of a rescue space is 
one that has suffered from abuse or neglect, is a stray, is 
home alone due to owner bereavement, or any other 
reason that means the dog has no home and nobody 
looking after or loving it.  
That’s how it used to be but now it seems that we are 
‘rescuing’ dogs form their pet homes where none of the 
above apply apart from nobody to love it! 
There are genuine reasons, owner made homeless, has 
passed away, is seriously ill, all cases that fit into the ‘no 
home’ category. But the ones that are in homes, have 
been ‘enjoyed’ as pups and suddenly they don’t fit 
anymore. Putting in the work to manage them isn’t on 
the agenda, neither it seems in some cases, is making the 
children respect the dog. Dogs purchased and then 
moved onto rescue, rather like putting unwanted goods 
on Ebay. Except these are lives that didn’t ask to be             
spoiled, weren’t born chasing and nipping and just need 
to be respected for the amazing dogs they are and not 
discarded. 
It’s time the UK started protecting our dogs and that  
breeding to sell for an exorbitant price was discouraged 
not encouraged. 

   www.fostbc.org.uk  

Fun Festive Facts 
• December used to be the tenth month of  the Roman 

year, and it gets its name from the word ‘decem’ 
which means ten. 

• A mild December precedes a cold snap later in the 
winter. 

• Snow on Christmas means Easter will be green, and a 
green Christmas brings a white Easter. 

• The robin became a Christmas symbol because of  the 
robin redbreast uniform worn by Victorian-era postal 
workers who delivered the first Christmas cards. 

• The origin of  Boxing Day is thought to have started 
from the tradition of  opening gift boxes and giving 
‘Christmas boxes’ to employees and the poor. 

True or False  -  a bit of  seasonal fun. 

 Take My Lead 
Imagine going for a walk with a child and holding hands, 
whatever that child is feeling or is intending to do will 
pass from his or her hand to yours. With the information 
that hand gives to yours you will know whether to 
soothe, reassure, or to prevent a scene of disruption 
before it starts. And all through a simple energy passed 
from the child’s brain to yours from a simple hand held 
connection. 
Now exchange the child and a  hand for your dog and a 
lead. Collies are super sensitive and that lead is the 
connection. It is not an instrument for a dog to lead or 
pull you and neither is it an instrument to be snapped or 
held with a vice like grip. It is the connection that tells us 
what our dogs are feeling, what they are thinking, 
whether they are nervous or afraid or  if they feel anxiety 
or dislike to another person or dog.  This is the 
connection that is silent but never stops passing 
messages. This connection cannot be gained with a 
harness or any kind of face attachment, it comes in a 
direct line from brain to lead to you. 
The importance of walking well on a lead isn’t just about 
manners and a more pleasant walk, it’s about the 
connection made with an intelligent and sensitive dog to 
its protecter and best friend. 
No parent would let a child out of their sight, go up to a 
stranger or approach and upset another child. Yet many 
dogs are allowed to do the one thing that we should be 
protecting them from. If a dog goes up to another dog 
who growls and shows its displeasure then dog number 
one has little choice but to show aggression, and hey 
presto we have a situation of dogs and owners being 
annoyed. But dog number one has been allowed to go to 
who he wants so assumes he doesn’t need to ‘check in’  
with his owner. 
Collies need sensible parenting that sets guidelines and 
boundaries which allow them to be safe when on and off 
lead. 

A coll ie’s  Eye  
A man who looks 
into a coll ie’s eye 
to receive an icy 

stare is  but a fool.  
Be at one with 

man’s best  friend 
and through his 
eyes you will  see 

his  very soul  



Edible Flowers 
 

Every edible flower a dog eats is high in vitamins and 

nutrition producing a shinier coat and fewer allergies. 

If the edible flowers are grown organically then the 

flowers are safe. Pets like the mint-flavoured pansy 

and the lemony taste of lavender which has many 

culinary uses. Lavender makes great aromatherapy 

products and dog treats. Lavender is one of the most 

popular edible flowers today in the pet industry. The 

unique combinations of lavender-blueberry, rose 

petals-rose geranium, and pineapple sage-orange peel 

make tasty dog treats. The edible flower dog treats 

have introduced pet owners to an alternative healthier 

lifestyle with greater benefits. The dog lavender treats 

can create a calmer disposition and the cat lavender 

treats provide protein and vitamins. A variety of pet 

shops, pet specialty shops, and the internet sell organic 

dog and cat treats.  

Never worry about the size of 
your Christmas tree. In the eyes 
of children, they are all 30 feet 
tall. 
 

Have a lovely Christmas 
everyone and a lovely 
peaceful start to 2026 

 

FOSTBC—Heart and home of  the Border Collie 

December Sponsor Dog 
Each month we give one our Sponsor Dogs a  little bit 
of fame. These dogs are in our Sanctuary because, for 
reasons of health or behaviour, it is very unlikely they 

will ever be able to be 
rehomed. Star is our 
December girl, she is 
beautiful but she also 
has a really good set of 
teeth and is not afraid 
to  show  them, 
especially round food, 
but also to anybody 
she thinks she can 
scare!  
She has a great sense 
of humour and loves 

to wind people up, maybe there is someone somewhere 
brave enough to tackle this bundle of fiery fun but in the 
meantime she is safe in our Sanctuary. If you would like 
to sponsor Star all her information and how to sponsor 
is on our site on the giving page. Star’s sponsorship 
comes with a certificate and her story, both with her 
photograph and access to our private Sponsor Dog fb 
page. 
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If  you are on our Facebook page 
lookout for Sprout. He comes to 
life in December and has 
adventures around the kennels 
before and during Christmas..  
This year he may have found a 
friend to share his fun. 

Fun Facts 
All dogs smell a little to human noses! 
But if you are looking for a dog that is 
more pleasing to the nose, the Siberian 
Husky or the Basenji are keen on 
keeping their coats pristinely clean, and 
are renowned for their general lack of 
odour compared to other breeds. 
 
The Bloodhound’s sense of smell is so accurate that the 
results of its tracking can be used as evidence in a court 
of law. 
 
Human blood pressure goes down when petting a dog. 
And so does the dog’s. 
 
A blind man and his guide dog hiked the Appalachian 
Trail 

     Home is my Dog 
It was upon a midnight clear  

I saw the things I most hold dear 
Poinsettias, mistletoe and holly 

But most dear to me is my Border Collie 
 

All the times I have been down and sad 
He made me realise it wasn’t all bad 
He would always go that extra mile 
Just so that he could see me smile 

 
People say my freedom’s gone 

They don’t understand I’m never alone 
Christmas, holidays, good days bad days 
He’s always there with his winning ways 

With a dog in your heart you’re happy not to roam 
Because the dog in your heart is forever your home  

B Sykes  

https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/bloodhound/
https://www.purina.co.uk/articles/dogs/behaviour/common-questions/amazing-dog-facts#a45a352cc08243b8fb0283a0cd49d60a
https://www.purina.co.uk/articles/dogs/behaviour/common-questions/amazing-dog-facts#a45a352cc08243b8fb0283a0cd49d60a

